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City of Norton, individuals, groups 

honored for outstanding work 
     The City of Norton received 

the “Green Locality” award dur-

ing Upper Tennessee River 

Roundtable’s spring awards and 

member dinner on March 17 at 

Honey Bea’s Café and Ice 

Cream Parlor in Honaker. 

     Norton recently competed a 

safe walk to school project that 

completely revamped the en-

trance to the city while provid-

ing a new walkway used by stu-

dents and the general public. At 

right, Roundtable chair Karen 

Gilmer presents the award to 

Shelly Knox, city parks and rec-

reation director. The photo be-

low of the finished walkway 

was provided by City Manager 

Fred Ramey.  

     Other awards included an 

educator award (See Page 3) 



Upper Tennessee River Roundtable presents spring awards 
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presented to Elizabeth  Bennett, shown at right with 

Roundtable Chair Karen Gilmer. Elizabeth is the 

environmental educator for the Tazewell Soil and 

Water Conservation District. Her education pro-

grams are very inspiring and serve as models for 

the region. Elizabeth coordinates many events  to 

reach numerous school children with such interest-

ing topics as, “Water Wizard Week” and “Living 

Soils Week,” with hands-on lessons correlated to 

the Virginia Standards of Learning. Elizabeth de-

signs each program for a different grade level while 

also providing mentoring for high school students 

who participate in the events in skits and by helping 

present lessons to practice public speaking. 

    In the next photo, Kelly Miller accepts an award 

of appreciation for her family providing storage 

space for the Roundtable. Six years ago when the 

Roundtable moved to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice (USFWS), the Millers opened their garage for 

temporary storage. No one had any idea that the 

Roundtable would remain at USFWS this long. The 

storage is no longer needed at the Millers’ home. 

     Below are before and after photos of the Norton 

project, courtesy of Fred Ramey. Continued Page 3. 



  

At right, April Grace 

accepts the busi-

ness award. At left, 

Brad Kreps accepts 

an award for his 

outstanding work on 

various initiatives, 

including advance-

ment of a Clinch 

River State Park.  

He and Mike Pinder, 

with Virginia Dept. of 

Game and Inland 

Fisheries, were 

speakers for the 

spring dinner.  
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     The media award honored The Coalfield 

Progress for coverage of Roundtable events and 

the work of the Clinch River Valley Initiative 

through reporting by Katie Dunn and also for 

printing Roundtable news releases and photos. 

     Smyth County Chamber, directed by Sarah 

Gillespie, received the outstanding group award 

for partnering with the Roundtable on commu-

nity cleanups by leading the effort in Smyth 

County. This year the Chamber plans to coordi-

nate cleanups in each town in Smyth County. 

    Scott County Soil and Water Conservation 

District (SWCD) earned the SWCD award for 

dedicated efforts to create the Lake Fleming 

Outdoor Classroom at Gate City schools. 

     The Roundtable honored one of the 

evening’s speakers, Brad Kreps of The Nature 

Conservancy with the outstanding agency em-

ployee award. Brad works on the Clinch-Powell 

Clean Rivers Initiative and the Clinch River 

Valley Initiative. Brad is working on the devel-

opment of a Clinch River State Park. 

     April Grace accepted an award for her dona-

tion to the Roundtable’s “Three Rivers Art Auc-

tion” through the use of her business, Grace 

Studio of Motion and Dance in Abingdon. For 

two years, the studio hosted this event. April 

also volunteers two days a week to help the 

Roundtable with education and other work 

through the Raymon Grace Foundation. 

     The late Paul Revell, retired from Virginia 

Department of Forestry (VDOF), was honored 

for his many years of assisting the Roundtable 

with projects. Paul recently wrote a grant appli-

cation to benefit the Roundtable and Clinch 

River Valley Initiative. Paul passed away last 

week in Charlottesville following a long illness. 

Greg Es-

toll, of 

Russell 

County 

VDOF 

office,  

accepted 

Paul’s 

award 

Thursday. 

Smyth County Chamber, Scott County SWCD recognized 



Contact Us: 

Upper Tennessee River 
Roundtable  

330 Cummings St. 

P.O. Box 2359 

Abingdon, VA 24212 

Phone: (276) 628-1600 

Fax: (276) 623-1185 

uppertnriver@yahoo.com 

Follow us: Keep up with 
our events and activities on 
Facebook and on our Web-
site: www.uppertnriver.org 

Donate to us: You may 
give online with your credit 
card or mail a check to us 
or call us. 

Membership drive underway for 2016 

By Carol Doss, Executive Director 

 It’s that time of year when we  contact current members 

and also seek new members to help with the work of Up-

per Tennessee River Roundtable. We appreciate our 

members so much and we always welcome more people. 

     The Roundtable wants the waters of the Clinch, Holston 

and Powell rivers to be clean enough to use and to enjoy. 

We need your continued support  to achieve that mission.  

     Members receive a minimum of two printed newsletters 

each year as well as a sticker and starting this month, a 

monthly email newsletter. We encourage members to help 

with any of the Roundtable activities and events. Member 

levels begin with $5 or volunteer service for a student, $15 

for individual, $30 for family and three levels for business-

es: $50, $200 and $500. To donate, see options at right.  

 

  

Thank you very much!   

We appreciate every person 

who helps us with the mission 

of the Roundtable: 

Individual, family members 

Annual giving donors 

State agencies with grants 

Federal agency support 

Private foundation grants 

Partnerships with nonprofits and 

other organizations 

Our faithful volunteers 

Citizens 

Our AmeriCorps VISTA members 

Our board of directors 

Building a walking trail, picking up litter 

Upper Tennessee River Roundtable welcomed an 

alternate spring break group from George Washing-

ton University this month, thanks to Willie Dodson of 

Appalachian Voices who recruited the group. The 

students spent a few hours building a walking trail 

and picking up litter at Stone  Creek Outdoor Class-

room and Community Park in Pennington Gap. 


