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However, Gillespie and oth-
ers were already discovering 
beauty while exploring a pol-
linator-friendly meadow in 
the park. Using the iNaturalist 
Seek app, she identified Wild 
Bergamot among the flowers 
blooming there.

Kanuckel directed everyone’s 
attention to native Bluestem 
grasses also known as Turkey 
Foot Grass for the way the seed 

heads branch out to resemble a 
turkey foot.

Speaking of the park’s 
aesthetics, Kanuckel said, 
“There’s more good things to 
come.”

Kanuckel also praised the 
town and in particular Jay 
Keen, Chilhowie’s director of 
public works, and his crew.

“It couldn’t have happened 
without them,” he said.

To celebrate the years of 
work, those gathered paused 
along the riverbank for a cel-
ebratory ribbon cutting.
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Corey Kanuckel of u.s. Fish and Wildlife service Partners Program shows program celebrants native Bluestem grasses also known as turkey Foot 
grass for the way the seed heads branch out to resemble a turkey foot.

this section of the park along the Holston River shows tall trees, mid-
size trees and shrubs, and lower vegetation — a great example of what’s 
desired in a riparian buffer.

the conservation work in Chilhowie’s town park included planting trees. 
since then, Corey Kanuckel of u.s. Fish and Wildlife service Partners 
Program also said that several silver Maples have come up voluntarily.
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AUG. 21
MONSTER TRUCKS UNLEASHED AT 
APPALACHIAN FAIR—Freestyle, rac-
ing, rides. Four nights of action: Mon-
day, aug. 21-thursday, aug. 24. Pit party 
5:30-6:30 p.m., start time 7 p.m. ap-
palachian Fair, 100 Lakeview st., gray, 
tn 37615. tickets: www.appalachian-
fair.com/tickets. Phone: 407-314-6936. 
Featured Monday, aug. 21: tuff trucks.

AUG. 22
MONSTER TRUCKS UNLEASHED AT 
APPALACHIAN FAIR—Freestyle, rac-
ing, rides. Four nights of action: Mon-
day, aug. 21-thursday, aug. 24. Pit party 
5:30-6:30 p.m., start time 7 p.m. appa-
lachian Fair, 100 Lakeview st., gray, tn 
37615. tickets: www.appalachianfair.
com/tickets. Phone: 407-314-6936. Fea-
tured tuesday, aug. 22: outlaw drags.

SENIOR SHOWCHOIR—the Bristol Vir-
ginia senior showchoir will present 
“there’s no Business Like show Busi-
ness” at the Paramount Center for the 
arts on tues. , aug. 22, at 7:30 p.m. 
the show will include many forms of 
the musical show business world. ad-
mission is a suggested $5 donation at 
the door. Call 276-645-7375 for more 
information.

AUG. 23
AL-ANON—a support group for friends 
and family of alcoholics and addicts 
meeting at 7 p.m. every Wednesday in 
the basement of Lebanon united Meth-
odist Church in Elk Creek, Virginia. For 
more information, call 276-655-4941.

KING U. INSTITUTE FOR FAITH AND 
CULTURE SPEAKER SERIES PRES-
ENTS JENNIFER HOLBERG—King uni-
versity’s Institute for Faith & Culture 
(IFC) speaker features Jennifer Hol-
berg, co-director of the Calvin Center 
for Faith & Writing. Holberg will speak 
Wednesday, aug. 23. she will present “a 
Witness Ready to serve” at 9:15 a.m. in 
King’s Memorial Chapel, and “Compli-
cated narratives and Important Fail-
ures” at 7 p.m. at Emmanuel Episco-
pal Church in Bristol, Virginia. thanks 
to a network of donors, IFC events are 
open to the public and free of charge. 
For more information, visit www.king.
edu/events. 

MONSTER TRUCKS UNLEASHED AT 
APPALACHIAN FAIR—Freestyle, rac-
ing, rides. Four nights of action: Mon-
day, aug. 21-thursday, aug. 24. Pit party 
5:30-6:30 p.m., start time 7 p.m. ap-
palachian Fair, 100 Lakeview st., gray, 
tn 37615. tickets: www.appalachian-
fair.com/tickets. Phone: 407-314-6936. 
Featured Wednesday, aug. 23: Monsters 
unleashed.

PUBLIC COMMENT SOUGHT ON ABAN-
DONED MINE INFRASTRUCTURE LAW—
the Virginia department of Energy 
(Virginia Energy) is accepting public 
comment on future projects that could 
be completed with funding received 
from the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law (BIL). a public participation ses-
sion will be held aug. 23, 6-8 p.m., at 
southwest Virginia Community College, 
dellinger Hall, Room 118, 635 Commu-
nity College Rd, Cedar Bluff, Va 24609. 
the agency receives $22.7 million an-
nually for next 15 years to put toward 
reclaiming abandoned Mine Land (aML) 
features which are hazards left be-
hind from coal mining that occurred 
before 1977. the agency is accepting 
public comment through october 1, 
2023 on identified problem areas that 
could lead to projects to reclaim the 
abandoned mine land features listed. 
More information on the comment pe-
riod and a list of problem areas can be 
found on the Virginia Energy website. 
Comments may be submitted via email 
at BILComments@energy.virginia.gov. 
three in-person events will also be held 
aug. 14, 23 and 29. audio recordings 
of these meetings will be available on 
the same website following each event. 
Citizens are encouraged to provide in-
put on any abandoned mine land con-
cerns or proposals for projects.

OCT. 26 WILD GAME DINNER TICKETS 
ON SALE—tickets for the southern gap Elk 
Fest Wild game dinner planned for october 
26, 2023 will go on sale Wednesday, august 
23, 2023. the Wild game dinner, sponsored 
by the Buchanan County Chamber of Com-
merce, is traditionally the opening event for 
Elk Fest and will be held at the visitor center 
at southern gap outdoor adventure, 1124 
Chipping sparrow Road, grundy, Va. It will 
get underway at 6:30 p.m. tickets are $45 
each, or a table for eight may be reserved 
for $500. Wild game served will include 
wild boar, buffalo, deer and elk. Chicken 
will also be offered with two sides, a bread 
item and dessert. Wild game dishes avail-
able will include a meatball safari, elk egg 
roll, wild boar baby back ribs and buffalo 
meatloaf. a short auction, organized by the 
southwest Virginia sportsman’s Club, to 

raise funds for the elk habitat restoration 
project will follow the dinner. to purchase 
tickets, interested persons may contact the 
chamber at 276-935-4147. tickets are lim-
ited. no tickets will be available at the door. 
those planning to attend are encouraged 
to purchase their tickets now.

AUG. 24
THURSDAYS IN THE VINES: NICHOLAS 

JAMERSON & THE MORNING JAYS—abing-
don Vineyards, 20530 alvarado Road, abing-
don, Va. 24211, aug. 24. doors open at 
6 p.m. ticketed event. Visit www.abing-
donvineyards.com.

MONSTER TRUCKS UNLEASHED AT AP-

PALACHIAN FAIR—Freestyle, racing, rides. 
Four nights of action: Monday, aug. 21-thurs-
day, aug. 24. Pit party 5:30-6:30 p.m., start 

time 7 p.m. appalachian Fair, 100 Lakev-
iew st., gray, tn 37615. tickets: www.ap-
palachianfair.com/tickets. Phone: 407-314-
6936. Featured thursday, aug. 24: Monsters 
unleashed.

SINGING WITH FAITHFUL 2—aug. 24, 
7 p.m. Revival at Red Hill Baptist Church, 
4202 Purchase Ridge Road, duffield, Va. 
For more information, call 713-498-1191 or 
visit www.faithful2.org.

VETERANS RESOURCE FAIR—the Virginia 
Employment Commission, Jobs for Veterans 
Program, is sponsoring a Veterans Resource 
Fair on aug. 24, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. this event is 
being hosted by american Legion Post 145, 
515 Marion ave., Bristol, tn, and is open to 
veterans from both Virginia and tennessee. 
For more information, email blane.clark@
vec.virginia.gov or call 540-604-3455.

AUG. 25
APPALACHIAN THEATRE OF THE HIGH 

COUNTRY GATSBY GALA—Boone, nC. the 
appalachian theatre of the High Country, 559 
W. King street, Boone, nC 28607, commences 
its 85th anniversary year with its signature 
fundraising event and gala 6:30-10 p.m. on 
Friday, aug. 25. the gatsby-era themed event 
will take attendees back to the roaring 1920’s 
to experience the iconic theatre’s art deco 
grandeur with all-inclusive food, wine and lo-
cal brews, a sampling of signature cocktails, 
silent and live auction and an evening filled 
with themed entertainment. Many surprises 
are in store for guests who are encouraged 
to wear 1920’s themed or semi-formal attire. 
tickets are $85 and on sale now. Visit www.
apptheatre.org/gatsbygala for tickets and to 
learn about event sponsorship opportunities. 
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